








What is GATE

GATE is designed for students who benefit from:

● Advanced thinking opportunities

● Greater depth and complexity

● Open-ended problem solving

● Inquiry-based learning



What GATE is NOT
● A faster or harder version of classwork; more 

homework
● Only about tests/scores
● High grade level worksheets
● Rote memorization or drill based tasks
● A place where students must be perfect
● A source of undue pressure
● Single correct solution activities, only 

right/wrong types of answers 



How We Understand Giftedness

We believe giftedness:

● Looks different in different children

● Can appear in many areas (thinking, creativity, 
problem-solving)

● Develops over time with the right support

Giftedness is about potential, not perfection.



What Learning Looks Like in GATE
In GATE classrooms, students:

● Explore big ideas

● Ask deep questions

● Solve complex problems

● Justify their thinking

● Reflect and revise their ideas

Learning is active, collaborative, and inquiry-driven.



How St. Paul GATE Differs From Other Academic Excellence Programs:

PROGRAM GOALS

GATE
(St. Paul, ECSD)

COGITO
(EPSB)

CHARTER
(New Horizons) 

● Develop student potential

● Think critically and creatively

● Use their strengths responsibly

● Grow confidence as learners

● Develop academic skills to achieve 
excellent results

● Demonstrate diligence and 
self-discipline

● Encourage deep understanding, 
higher-order thinking, and 
problem-solving across disciplines.

● Support mastery of provincial 
programs of study while enabling 
acceleration where appropriate.



How St. Paul GATE Differs From Other Academic Excellence Programs:

PROGRAM DELIVERY

GATE
(St. Paul, ECSD)

COGITO
(EPSB)

CHARTER
(New Horizons) 

● Inquiry & project-based 
learning

● Interdisciplinary connections

● Student choice and voice

● Collaboration and discussion

● Reflection and metacognition
● All programming follows the 

grade level curriculum as set to 
Alberta Education and 
Childcare

●

● Teacher-led instruction
● Structured classroom 

environment
● Regular homework
● Recitation, memorization and 

practice exercises to improve 
learning

● Uniforms or a dress code 
requirement

● All programming is based on 
curriculum determined by 
Alberta Education and 
Childcare

● Gifted students may remain in 
regular classrooms with 
differentiation or pull-out 
enrichment, and supports are 
documented individually 

● Customized differentiation 
across content, process, and 
assessment

● Cognitive criteria and advanced 
assessment practices to shape 
deliver



How St. Paul GATE Differs From Other Academic Excellence Programs:

ELIGIBILITY

GATE
(St. Paul, ECSD)

COGITO
(EPSB)

CHARTER
(New Horizons) 

● Students require a full scale IQ 
(FSIQ) of 125 or higher

● Determined by a Psychological 
Educational Assessment 
administered by a Registered 
Psychologies

● Students must be in 
Kindergarten to Grade 9. 
Contact a school offering 
Cogito for information about 
eligibility and programming 
options.

● Students generally need a Full 
Scale IQ (FSIQ) and/or 
General Ability Index (GAI) 
score at or above the 98th 
percentile (a standard score 
around 130) 



Our Why
We believe access to gifted education is an inclusive 
support. Gifted students need to access their grade 
level curriculum in a way that is engaging, authentic, 
challenging and meaningful. 





The Education Act requires 
school boards to ensure all 
students receive programming 
that enables achievement of the 
Alberta curriculum.

Inclusive supports are not 
separate from curriculum, they 
exist so students can access it.

“Every individual… is entitled to have 
access in accordance with this Act to an 

education program.”

An Education Program is “an organized 
set of learning activities that is based on 
curriculum prescribed or approved by the 

Minister.”

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/e00p3


Curriculum is the 
destination and 
inclusive education 
is the bridge







Why GATE Begins in Grade 2
Grade 2-3 is a key developmental transition.

By this age, students are ready to:

● Explain their thinking and use evidence

● Ask deeper questions and explore big ideas

● Work collaboratively and consider different perspectives

● Reflect on how their thinking changes over time



Why GATE Begins in Grade 2

Alberta’s curriculum emphasizes strong thinking, communication, 
and personal responsibility skills.

Grade 2-3 is when these competencies are developed enough for 
students to fully benefit from GATE learning.

Starting GATE in Grade 2 and up allows us to:

● Provide the right level of challenge at the right time

● Build a strong foundation for deeper learning in Grades 5 and 6

● Ensure learning is developmentally appropriate and supportive



Alberta Education Competency Progression
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Alberta Education Competency Progression



Entrance into the GATE program- Current Students

Gifted Rating Scale 

•Must know student for at least 6 months 

•For current Gr. 2-5 students, the GRS-S (school) may be administered as an indicator 
of the probability of giftedness, prior to having a psycho-educational assessment 
completed

•Classification Ranges for Giftedness:
•Very High Probability 
•High Probability 
•Moderate Probability 
Low Probability 



Entrance into the GATE program- New Students

New to St. Paul Grade 2-6 MUST have a Psychological Assessment 
completed by a registered psychologist by Spring 2026.

Students must receive a FSIQ of 125 or higher for entrance into the 
program. 



Our goal is to support a positive, successful start for every student.

Before entry, we meet with:

● Students

● Parents / Guardians

● GATE staff

This meeting is a chance to:

● Learn what GATE learning looks like

● Talk about student strengths, interests, 
and needs

● Ensure the program is a good fit

● Answer questions and address 
concerns

Entrance into the GATE program- New Students


















